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I could testify, but it proved that the passage was
held to be dangerous to the ordinary foot traveler.
The incident in itself has no importance, but the
singular feeling under which I made the passage of
a trackless mountain, in complete darkness for the
most difficult part of the way, in perfect confidence
in a mysterious guidance which justified that confi-
dence, was a mental phenomenon worthy of note, the
more that it was in keeping with the invariable
feeling which had grown up in me from the cogita-
tions of years. As I am telling the story of my
life, and the spiritual influences of my early years
axe an essential part of that life, it cannot be irrele-
vant to the general result that I should show how
the springs of it acted. While I was on the wood
road in the earlier portion of the walk, I followed
unhesitatingly the visible path and made no question
of guidance; but, when thrown on the occult influ-
ence in which I confided, I walked unerringly to my
destination with the precision of an animal which
nature had never deserted. In the subsequent years,
of which a great part was always spent in the wilder-
ness, the fascination of which became absorbing, this
occult faculty strengthened, so that I was never at
a loss, when in the trackless forest, for my path
homeward. I then thought it a newly acquired
faculty. I now regard it as simply a recovered one,
inherent in all healthy minds, but lost, as many
others have been, in civilization.

And in this connection I will deal, once for all,
with the gifts to me from this wild nature to whichhad afully appreciatehed to devote myself.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